
STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

Moorlands Partnership Board
31st July 2019

TITLE:

OFFICER:

Approval of Projects

Executive Director 

1. Reason for the Report

1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek member’s approval to allocate 
grant funding from the Moorlands Partnership Board (MPB). The 
budget for this year is £50,000. Whilst we are in a new financial year,  
it was agreed, at the last Board meeting, to allocate £20,000 from this 
years budget to Victoria Buildings. This is reflected in the table below. 

1.2  
Scheme Budget £50,000
Victoria Buildings (Odeon 
Antiques)

£20,000 in principle allocation and 
subject to grant applications from 
owners. 
In principle grant of £6,000 to 4B 
declined. Leaves:
£14,000 for Victoria Buildings

Balance of funds £36,000

2. Recommendations

2.1 That Members approve a grant of £4,000 towards the repair of Tudor 
House, Cheadle towards the cost of eligible works totalling £13,154.30 
The work will be subject to the standard grant scheme conditions and 
the following technical conditions:

 Agree specification for any render and timber repairs
 Agree decoration scheme

2.2 That Members approve an additional grant of £8,000 for the repair and 
restoration of Foxlowe Arts Centre, Leek, towards the cost of eligible 
works totalling £46,289 (inc VAT). The work will be subject to the 
standard grant scheme conditions and the following technical 
conditions;

 Agree specification for render repairs and colour



 Agree specification for window repairs and colour scheme

2.3 That Members approve additional direct funding of £5,000 to continue 
the funerary monuments repair scheme at a cost of £10,000. This will 
allow for the repair of a further 4 listed monuments, with a further 
£5,000 being to allocated for the remaining works at the end of the 
financial year if funds permit.  

2.4 That Members consider the match funding request of £5,000 from the 
Staffordshire Historic Churches Trust towards the Staffordshire 
Moorlands and Peak District Historic Churchyard Grant Scheme. 

3. Summary

3.1 This report allows members to consider applications for Environmental 
Enhancement Grants for funding toward projects within the district. 

4. Report

Tudor House, Cheadle 

4.1 A grant application has been received from the owner of Tudor 
House, Cheadle. The property is listed and occupies a prominent 
position within the conservation area and along the High Street. The 
property is in poor condition and requires urgent repair and 
maintenance. The applicant has already erected scaffolding and 
commenced works. Officers have authorised a without prejudice 
start. Works consist of the following:

 Fix loose roof tiles and ridge tiles
 Fix loose leadwork 
 Reinstate cast iron guttering and down pipe
 Carry out extensive damage to woodwork on window sills, 

frames and building framework
 Renew broken window frames
 Repair lime render panels.
 Scaffolding

4.2 The repair and restoration of the building will make the property more 
attractive to potential occupiers and result in the full occupancy of the 
listed building. 

Recommendation

4.3 That Members approve a grant of £4000 (inc VAT) towards the cost of 
eligible works totalling £13,154.30. 



Foxlowe Arts Centre, Leek 

4.4 Members will recall approving a £4,000 grant towards the repair and 
restoration of the Foxlow Arts Centre in Leek (meeting 27 June 2018). 
The property is both listed (Grade II) and falls within the Leek 
Conservation Area. Whilst structurally sound, the building’s condition is 
dilapidating and decaying. In the long term, there are plans to improve 
the first floor access and increase the size and technical resources of 
performance spaces. However, they cannot proceed with this until the 
exterior is repaired and secured. Following on from a very detailed 
condition survey, the following works are urgently required:

 Eliminating rot in the roof
 Replacing damaged brickwork, coping and rainwater goods
 Repair/replace rotten window frames
 Removal of failed cement render and replacement with  a 

suitable lime render. 

4.5 Recently returned tenders for the work are far in excess of what was 
originally anticipated. As a result, the works to the roof will form the first 
phase of works. Given the increase in the cost of works, a further grant 
application has been made to the MPB to complete the second phase 
of works which will consist of render and window repairs. Two 
estimates have been received for these works the lowest of which 
totals £46,289.  The applicant is requesting an enhanced level of grant 
funding of £8,000. 

Recommendations

4.6 Given the size of the building, its prominence, listed status and 
community use. Officers are recommending that Members approve an 
£8,000 grant towards the cost of works totalling £46,289 (inc VAT). 

Funerary Monuments

4.7 Members will recall approving direct funding of £10,000 towards the 
repair of a number of listed and at risk funerary monuments in 
Staffordshire Moorlands. The work has been progressing well but there 
are insufficient funds to complete the repair of all the structures. As a 
result, the repair of the following monuments cannot be completed.  

Thomas Lovatt Mem Alton 299
Elizabeth Smith Mem Alton 421
Ginders Mem Biddulph 878
2 Chest tombs Caverswall 3820
Railed enclosure Horton 1937



4.8 The above works total £7,355. There are also additional fees 
required for an accredited conservation architect to apply for faculty 
approval for each repair and, supervise the repair works on site. It is 
anticipated that a budget of £10,000 is required to complete all the 
works. 

4.9 These funerary monuments are all listed and are currently on the 
Buildings at Risk Register (BAR). The continued repair of these offers 
an opportunity to consolidate nationally important funerary monuments 
and remove them from the BAR. 

Recommendations

4.10 Members are requested to consider allocating £5,000 towards the 
repair of these monuments with a further £5,000 allocated towards the 
project at the end of this financial year if funding permits. 

Staffordshire Historic Churches Trust – Staffordshire Moorlands and 
Peak District Historic Churchyard Grant Scheme

4.11 Officers have received a request from Staffordshire Historic Churches 
Trust for a £5,000 contribution (match funding) towards a pilot grant 
scheme for the repair of tombs, monuments, stone  walls and paving in 
churchyards in Staffordshire Moorlands and Peak Park. This grant 
scheme would offer matching grants of up to £1,000 to Parochial 
Church Councils (PCC’S). 

4.12 SHCT are hoping that a £5,000 contribution from the MPB and other 
authorities will secure a total fund of £30,000 all together. 

4.13 There appears to be some overlap with the MPB funerary monuments 
repair programme. However, this scheme is not restricted to listed or at 
risk monuments and can include churchyard features within the Peak 
Park. All grant applications would be made by the relevant PCCS who 
would be responsible for appointing consultants and contractors. 
Officers make the assumption that all funding parties are kept 
informed of applications, scope of works and quality of works. 

4.14 Officers recommend that the Board discuss this request with a view to 
offering an in principle allocation of £5,000 subject to sufficient funds 
being available at the end of the financial year. 

5 Implications

5.1 Community Safety: Nil

5.2 Workforce: Nil



5.3 Equality and Diversity

 

This report has been compiled in 
accordance with the Council’s Diversity and 
Equality Policies.

5.4 Financial: Any funding approvals will be financed from 
the Partnership’s existing allocated budget.

5.5 Legal: Nil

5.6 Sustainability: The repair and reuse of historic buildings 
contributes significantly to sustainability.

Dai Larner

Executive Director 
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